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Epidemic, Pandemic and Infectious Disease Management Policy
Purpose
Kea Preschool is committed to maintaining the health, safety and wellbeing of children, staff, families and visitors. This policy sets out the procedures for preventing and responding to infectious diseases, outbreaks, epidemics and pandemics. The preschool will follow the latest guidance issued by the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA), the Department for Education (DfE), the Health and Safety Executive (HSE), Ofsted and the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS).
Aims
• Reduce the risk of infection transmission.
• Maintain a safe learning environment.
• Support continuity of care and education.
• Respond effectively to outbreaks while following current national guidance.
Prevention and Infection Control
• Promote effective handwashing and respiratory hygiene.
• Clean toys, equipment and high-touch surfaces regularly.
• Ensure good ventilation where appropriate.
• Exclude children and staff in line with current UKHSA guidance for the relevant illness.
Staff Responsibilities
• Follow infection control procedures.
• Report symptoms of infectious illness promptly.
• Complete infection prevention training and risk assessment updates.
Parents and Carers
• Keep unwell children at home in accordance with current public health guidance.
• Inform the preschool of infectious illnesses or confirmed outbreaks within the household where appropriate.
Outbreak Management
• The Manager will complete a risk assessment and seek advice from UKHSA where required.
• Additional cleaning and communication with families will be implemented.
• Operational changes will be made if advised by UKHSA, DfE or other relevant authorities.
Business Continuity
• The preschool will endeavour to maintain services where it is safe to do so. If closure or restricted opening is required, families will be informed promptly and alternative communication arrangements will be used.
Review
• This policy will be reviewed annually and immediately following significant changes to legislation or public health guidance.
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