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Kea Preschool Sequenced Curriculum 2026-2027
Our curriculum has been carefully designed around the children who attend Kea Preschool. It builds progressively from our youngest children to school readiness through high quality interactions, play, meaningful experiences and a language rich environment. 
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	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1 
	Spring 2 
	Summer 1 
	Summer 2 

	Key Experiences and Celebration 

Robins and Squirrels 

	Outdoor Learning sessions ( Monday and Friday)

Sports 4 Tots (Wednesday Mornings) 

KHM dance (Tuesday morning 

World Mental Health Day 


	






Christmas 
Visit from Fire fighters 
Bonfire Night
Diwali 
Remembrance Sunday 

	






Chinese New Year
Eid


	






Easter 
Mother’s Day 
St Piran’s Day
Holi  
World Book Day
Shrove Tuesday  

	






Father’s Day
Mental Health Awareness
Sun awareness
	






Moving on….new adventures
Sports Day
Graduation 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Core Texts 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Robins Room (2-3 years)



	[image: ]Repetitive and interactive, encourages descriptive language and prediction 
	 [image: ]
A story with expression and talking about feelings.

	[image: ] Simple repeated rhyming verse with emphasis on movement and sound. Clear illustration provides picture clues
	[image: ]
Meet lots of farm animals and their babies in an interactive lift-the-flap story.  Introduces questions and positional language. 
	[image: ] 
A story about growth and changes. Repeated phrases
	[image: ] 
The pattern and rhythm of the book invites children to join in. opportunities to play with sound effects. Also, discussion on adventures. 

	Examples of Key Vocabulary 

	I
Me
snake
Elephant
Big
Fierce
Scary
Monkey
Pet
Frog
Jumpy 

	 Feel          small frightened     lost
Big                   Tall 
Sad                  red
Funny           LOVE       yellow
Crazy
Clown/clownish
Angry
I 
Hug
King
Funny
Fizzy
Strong
Wrong 
Grumpy
happy

	Move           Stomp      
See               high       elephant    flap
Shake          bird
What?          deep     
Bear              leap
Boogie         danger leopard       slither 
Down           snake 
Jungle          stars
Swing           sway
Creature      you 
Tree                me 

	Farm                   Rabbit
Rooster              cow
Wak up                calf
Woof                     pig   
Dog                      piglets
Hear                     Hen
Noise                   Chicks
Tractor                 Sheep     
Where is?           Lamb
Farmer                 duck
Quiet 
Barn 

	Moon          Friday 
Eggs            Leaf
Saturday   Sunday
Hungry
Caterpillar
warm
Sun
Butterfly 
Wings
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday 

	Over               big
Under            trip         stumble
Through
Long
Wavy
Deep 
Thick
Oozy
Cold 
Cave
Dark
Whirling


	
	Vocabulary is explicitly taught throughout the day through conversations, play, stories, songs and real-life experiences. 

	Squirrels Room (3-4 years)


	[image: ]

A warm and uplifting picture book that celebrates every child’s uniqueness and encourages them to believe in themselves. Through positive messages and colourful illustrations the story explores self-esteem, kindness, resilience, confidence and being yourself. 
	[image: ]






A story with imagination with room for expression and talking about feelings
	[image: ]
 A story where children learn more than the central character, adding interest and suspense 

	[image: ]
Predictable patterns and text in rhyming couplets. Enjoyable twist in the middle of the tale. Good for exploring characters
	[image: ]

This is a story which suggests however small you are and however big the world is you can make a difference. There is lots to look at in the varied landscapes and the humour and rhyme make this a great book for reading aloud and re reading.

	[image: ]

A heartwarming story about a special dog who brings comfort and friendship to children in hospital, showing the power of kindness and care.  

[image: ]
A reassuring story about a colour monster starting school for the first time. Discusses different emotions and talks about new experiences, routines and support children to feel confident to start school. 

	Examples of Key Vocabulary 

	Incredible       strong 
Special             love 
Unique             smile  
Kind                   caring  
Friend               helpful
Family              different 
Feelings           respect
Happy               celebrate 
Proud
Brave  
	Moon         rain
Baby bear  picnic
Rocket 
Space helmet
Owl
Aeroplane
Space boots
Chimney
Night 
Stars

	Friend          orange
Seven           red 
Fruit              like 
Round          spikey
Juicy              green
Surprise       tangy
Basket           Soft
Wonder
Sweet
Favourite 
	Mouse    owl   
Wood      treetop
Deep       knobbly
Dark         wart
Brown       stream
Underground
Lunch        log pile 
Gruffalo    feast
Tusks         prickles
Teeth          nut          scrambled

	 Snail               whale 
Sea                   ship 
Waves              tail 
Rock                 sand 
Tiny                   world 
Waves              sail 
Icebergs       mountains
Sharks            small 
Shore               lost 
Too big!            
	Hospital 
Nurse
Doctor
Patient
Friendship
Kind
Care
Helpful 

School                happy
Friend                 kind         excited                learn 
Classroom         
Teacher
Happy
Nervous
Play
Learn

	Makaton signs 

(signs may be used at taught at different times depending on the needs of children)
	Hello 
Me
Goodbye
Good morning 
Home 
Snack 
Please 
Thank you
Stop
Wash hands
Love 



	Stop
Eat
Drink 
yes
no
good 
Help
Finished 
Share 

	Tidy up/put away
Book 
Pancake
Toilet 
Share
More 
Finished 
	Ball 
Now
Next
Paint 
Water 
Sand
Play dough 
	Sun
Hat
In 
Out
Snail 
Whale 

	School
Emotions 
Dog 
Friend
Help
Kind
Happy
Sad
care


	
	Makaton is used by all staff to support understanding, communication and inclusion across the preschool. 

	Long Term curriculum goals 
	[image: Robin, bird with a red chest, with a colorful background]Robins Room – 2-3 year olds 
	[image: Squirrel on a rock]    Squirrels Room – 3 – 4 year olds 

	[bookmark: _Hlk192680261]Personal, Social, Emotional Development 


	To become a ‘sparkly star’ who…

· Through personalised settling in sessions can separate from their parent/carer.
· Begins to build a bond with their key person.
· Begins to make choices. 
· Follows our simple routine.
· Is starting to think of their own ideas. 
· Plays alongside peers and is starting to become familiar with others in the room.
· Is starting to express emotions. 
· Begins to communicate their needs (toileting, snack time).

	To become a ‘Sparkly Star’ is someone who… 

· Develops a positive sense of self.
· Starts to make friendships with peers.
· Learns to show empathy and concern for others.
· Sets themselves simple goals.
· Talks about their feelings , using words like happy, sad, angry.
· Understands gradually how others might be feeling.
· Can follow our ‘we try to’ rules.
· Sets simple goals and perseveres to achieve them.
· Can begin to manage their own personal needs and knows how to stay fit and healthy.
· Can begin to demonstrate patience and wait their turn.
· Develops awareness of similarities and differences.
· Can wash their hands independently. 


	Why does this matter at Kea Preschool?
	At Kea Preschool, we believe that children's personal, social and emotional development is the foundation for all future learning. We know that children learn best when they feel safe, secure, valued and confident. Through warm, nurturing relationships, consistent routines and meaningful interactions, we support every child to develop a positive sense of self, build friendships, understand and manage their emotions, and develop resilience. We provide a caring, inclusive environment where children are encouraged to become independent, make choices, solve problems and show kindness and respect for others. These essential life skills prepare children not only for school, but for lifelong learning and positive relationships.


	
	Autumn 1 
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1 
	Spring 2 
	Summer 1 
	Summer 2 

	Robins Room 
	Children find ways of manage transitions, for example from their parent to their key person.

*To know they can be comforted by adults in the room

*Increasing desire to be independent.

*To be aware of rules and boundaries.
Beginning to learn about the golden rules: for example, ‘kind hands’, ‘walking feet’.
	* Beginning to express preferences and decisions. They also try new things and start establishing their autonomy.

*Begins to feel confident when taken out of the room and enjoy exploring new places with their key person.

*Play with increasing confidence on their own and with other children, because they know their key person is nearby and available.

*Feel strong enough to express a range of emotions.

*To be able to separate from main carer with the support and encouragement from a familiar adult.

	*Develop play with other children

*Begin to show an understanding of waiting for a turn and resisting the strong impulse to grab what they want or push their way to the front.

*May recognise that some actions can hurt or harm others and begins to stop themselves from doing something they shouldn’t do.
	*Notice differences, such as skin colour, types of hair, gender, special needs and disabilities, and so on.

*Safely explore emotions beyond their normal range through play and stories.

*Be increasingly able to talk about and manage their emotions.

*Shows a sense of autonomy through asserting their ideas and preferences and making choices and decisions.

	*Are talking about their feelings in more elaborated ways: “I’m sad because...” or “I love it when ...”. 

*Develop independence and will try to do things by themselves. 
Will say no to help- but will sometimes be upset when unsuccessful.

*Is more able to recognise the impact of their choices and behaviours/actions on others and knows that some actions and words can hurt others’ feelings.
	*Find ways of managing transitions, for example from the Robins Room to Squirrels Room.

*Play with increasing confidence on their own and with other children. 


*Feel confident and enjoys exploring new places with a new key person (but still knowing their keyperson from Robins Room is near.


	Squirrels Room 
	Autumn 1 
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1 
	Spring 2 
	Summer 1 
	Summer 2 

	
	*Play with increasing confidence on their own and with other children- because they know their key person is nearby and available.

*Feels strong enough to express a range of emotions.

*Feel confident when taken out around the local neighbourhood and enjoy exploring new places with their key person.

*Is able to show ‘effortful control’. For example, waiting for a turn and resisting the strong impulse to grab what they want or push their way to the front (starting to show effortful control – and be aware of rules/boundaries).
	*Be increasingly able to talk about and manage their emotions

*Notice and ask questions about differences, such as skin colour, types of hair, gender, special needs and disabilities, and so on.

*Develop friendships with other children.

*Safely explore emotions beyond their normal range through play and stories.

	*Select and use activities and resources, with help when needed. (This helps them to achieve a goal they have chosen, or one which is suggested to them).

*Develop their sense of responsibility and membership of a community.

*Become more outgoing with unfamiliar people, in the safe context of their setting.

*Show more confidence in new social situations.

*Play with one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas.

	*Increasingly begin to follow rules, understanding why they are important.

*Do not always need an adult to remind them of a rule.

*Develop appropriate ways of being assertive.

*Talk with others to solve conflicts.

*Talk about their feelings using words like ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ or ‘worried’.

*Begin to understand how others might be feeling.
	*To be able to play in a group with friends and make up ideas of things to do and games to play.

*To begin to manage feelings and talk about emotions.

*To understand how others might be feeling.


	*To be responsible and be confident to be part of my community.

*To be ready for new experiences like starting school.

*To learn how to be assertive.

*To be able to follow rules and know why they are important.

*To begin to find solutions to quarrels and rivalries.

*To be able to follow the rules without an adult reminding me.

	Communication and Language  
	Robins Room
To become a ‘happy chatter’ in everyday play who…

· Uses Makaton to support communication & vocabulary. 
· Shows the ability to follow instructions and our routine.
· Listens and responds to adults and simple instructions.
· Selects familiar objects by name.
· Builds upon their vocabulary with the support of the adults.

	Squirrels Room

To become a ‘Cool Communicator’ is someone who…

· Holds back and forth interactions with others.
· Understands and may ask questions involving who, why and where.
· Listens carefully in different situations.
· Shows an ability to follow more complex instructions.
· Asks questions.
· Uses new vocabulary to explain ideas and feelings.

To become a ‘Brilliant Bookworm’ is someone who…

· Engages actively in different stories including poems, non-fiction and rhyming books.
· Shows a love and respect for books and handles them with care, turning pages individually.
· Joins in with familiar refrains and phrases of stories.
· Uses new vocabulary to talk about pictures in books and what they have heard.


	Why does this matter at Kea Preschool? 
	At Kea Preschool, we believe communication and language underpin every aspect of children's learning. From the moment children join us, we immerse them in a language-rich environment where conversations, stories, songs, rhymes and play help develop their understanding and vocabulary. Our practitioner’s model ambitious language, encourage children to express their thoughts and ideas, and use Makaton, visual supports and high-quality interactions to ensure every child can communicate successfully. Developing confident communicators prepares children to build relationships, solve problems and become successful learners.

	Robins Room 
	Autumn 1 
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1 
	Spring 2 
	Summer 1 
	Summer 2 

	
	*Enjoy singing, music and toys that make sounds.

*Listen and respond to an adult giving a simple instruction.

*Recognise and point to objects if asked about them.

*Understand simple instructions like “give to mummy” or “stop”.

* Copy your gestures and words.

*Understand single words in context – ‘cup’, ‘milk’, ‘daddy’.

*Understand frequently used words such as ‘all gone’, ‘no’ and ‘bye-bye’.

*Uses single words during play.
	*Beginning to talk about people and things that are not present.

* Beginning to put 2/3 words together.

*Start to say how they are feeling, using words as well as actions (begin to express themselves).

*Enjoys laughing and being playful with others.

*Listens to and enjoys rhythmic patterns in rhymes and stories

*Beginning to ask simple questions
	*Beginning to know many rhymes.

*Generally, focus on an activity of their own choice and may find it difficult to be directed by an adult.

*Start to develop conversation, often jumping from topic to topic.	

*Develop pretend play: ‘putting the baby to sleep’ or ‘driving the car to the shops’.

*Confidently put 2/3 words together.

*Frequently asking questions.

*Listens with interest to the noises adults make when they read stories.

*Identifies action words by following simple instructions, for example, show me jumping.

*Begin to understand more complex sentences, e.g. put your toys and sit on the carpet.

*Learns new words rapidly and uses them in communicating. 

	*Begin to talk about familiar book.

*Single channelled attention can shift to a different task if attention is fully obtained – using child’s name to fully focus child.

*Uses language to share feelings, experiences and thoughts.

*Beginning to use talk to organise themselves and their play: “Let’s go on a bus... you sit there... I’ll be the driver”.

	*Be able to talk about familiar books.

*Listens to familiar stories with increasing attention and recall.

*Develop understanding of simple concepts, fast / slow good/bad.

*Understands the use of objects. – what do we use to cut.

*Use a wider range of vocabulary based on their own experiences.

	*Understand and act on longer sentences like make teddy jump or find your coat.

*Understands and uses simple questions about ‘who’, ‘what’ and ‘where’ (but generally not ‘why’).

* Listen to simple stories and understand what is happening, with the help of the pictures.

*Identify familiar objects and properties for practitioners when they are described. For example:  ‘blue car’, ‘shiny apple’.


	Squirrels Room 
	Autumn 1 
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1 
	Spring 2 
	Summer 1 
	Summer 2 

	
	*Understand and act on longer sentences like make teddy jump or find your coat.

*Understands and uses simple questions about ‘who’, ‘what’ and ‘where’ (but generally not ‘why’).

* Listen to simple stories and understand what is happening, with the help of the pictures.

*Identify familiar objects and properties for practitioners when they are described. For example:  ‘blue car’, ‘shiny apple’.
	*Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens.

*May find it difficult to pay attention to more than one thing at a time.

*Use a wider range of vocabulary.

	*Understand a question or instruction that has two parts, such as “Get your coat and wait at the door”.

*Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?

*Sing a large repertoire of songs.

	*Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, and be able to tell a long story.

*Learns lots of new words and use them in play.

	*Starts a conversation with adults and friends.

*Enjoys listening to longer stories and can remember what happens in them.

*Understands a question with two parts like “Can you get your coat and wait by the door please?”

*Uses talk to organise play e.g. “Let’s go on a bus...you sit there… I’ll be the driver”

*Focuses on a chosen activity for at least ten minutes.
	*Join in at group time by putting up hand and waiting their turn to talk
*Be able to talk about thoughts even when they disagree and can discuss this using words and actions.

*Uses longer sentences of four to six words when talking.

*Understands when asked questions like “Why do you want to wear your boots today?” and “How can we mop up the juice?”

*Sits quietly and listen for fifteen minutes.

*Able to move away from distractions when concentrating.


	Physical Development  
	To become a confident ‘risk taker’ in the Robins room is someone who…

· Develops body strength when climbing up, across and down steps.
· Rolls a ball to an adult or peer.
· Stands and squats with control.
· Begins to build with various construction materials.
· Uses strength to dig in the sand and mud.
· Picks up and uses a cup at snack time using two hands.
· Begins to use cutlery. 

	To become a ‘Magnificent Mover’ in the Squirrels Room is someone who…

· Shows strength, balance and coordination when playing.
· Demonstrates an understanding of positional awareness.
· Can throw, kick and catch a ball.
· Moves safely in a variety of ways and in different directions with confidence and coordination. 
· Uses a range of equipment.
· Learns to jump and land using 2 feet. 
· Can put on their coat independently.

To become a ‘Talented Tool User’ is someone who…

· Holds a pencil with control.
· Can use a range of tools with confidence including rolling pins, cutters,  scissors, paintbrushes, tweezers, hammers and screwdrivers.
· Confidently use a toothbrush to brush their teeth.


	Why does this matter at Kea Preschool?
	At Kea Preschool, we know that active children are confident learners. We provide daily opportunities for children to develop their gross and fine motor skills through indoor and outdoor play, Outdoor learning experiences, dance, sports sessions and practical activities. We encourage children to become increasingly independent in managing their own personal care, understanding healthy lifestyles and taking appropriate risks in a safe environment. Strong physical development supports children's wellbeing, confidence and readiness for writing and future learning.


	Robins Room
	Autumn 1 
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1 
	Spring 2 
	Summer 1 
	Summer 2 

	
	*Try a wider range of foods with different tastes and textures.

*Gradually gain control of their whole body through continual practice of large movements, such as waving, kicking, rolling, crawling and walking.

*Build independently with a range of appropriate resources.

*Walk, run, jump and climb – and start to use the stairs independently.

*Beginning to develop manipulation and control. (through playdough, threading, puzzles etc.)
When holding crayons, chalks etc,

*Makes connections between their movement and the marks they make.

	*Beginning to sit on a push-along wheeled toy, use a scooter or ride a tricycle with feet to support balance.

*Clap and stamp to music.

*Fit themselves into spaces, like tunnels, dens and large boxes, and move around in them.

*Explore different materials and tools.
(Playdough, real tools, hammers)

	*Show an increasing desire to be independent, such as wanting to feed themselves and dress or undress.

*Develop manipulation and control (one handed tools).

*Holds mark making tools with thumb and all fingers.

	*Use gross and fine motor skills to do things independently, for example attempts to do zips, and pour drinks.

*Go up steps and stairs, or climb up apparatus, using alternate feet.

*Enjoy starting to kick, throw and catch balls.

*Able to build independently with a range of appropriate resources (Both large or small scale structures with loose parts).
	*To begin to use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors or a knife to spread butter. 

*Beginning to recognise danger and seeks support of significant adults for help.
 
*Kicks a stationary ball with either foot.

*Throws a ball with increasing force.

*Starts to catch a large by using two hands and their chest to trap it.
	*Continue to develop their movement, balancing, riding (scooters, trikes and bikes) and ball skills.

*Beginning to match their developing physical skills to tasks and activities in the setting. For example, they decide whether to crawl, walk or run across a plank, depending on its length and width.
 
*Go up steps and stairs, or climb up apparatus, using alternate feet.

*Skip, hop, stand on one leg and hold a pose for a game like musical statues.

*Use large muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint and make marks.


	Squirrels Room 
	Autumn 1 
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1 
	Spring 2 
	Summer 1 
	Summer 2 

	
	*Continue to develop their movement, balancing, riding (scooters, trikes and bikes) and ball skills.

*Beginning to match their developing physical skills to tasks and activities in the setting. For example, they decide whether to crawl, walk or run across a plank, depending on its length and width.
 
*Go up steps and stairs, or climb up apparatus, using alternate feet.
Skip, hop, stand on one leg and hold a pose for a game like musical statues.

*Uses large muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint and make marks.
	*Increasingly able to use and remember sequences and patterns of movements which are related to music and rhythm.

*Choose the right resources to carry out their own plan. For example, choosing a spade to enlarge a small hole they dug with a trowel.

	*With support collaborate with others to manage large items, such as moving a long plank safely, carrying large hollow blocks.

*Uses one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors.

*Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencils.

*Start to eat independently and learning how to use a knife and fork.

*Show a preference for a dominant hand
	*Begin to be increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed, for example, putting coats on and doing up zips.

*Begin to be increasingly independent in meeting their own care needs, e.g. brushing teeth, using the toilet, washing and drying their hands thoroughly.

*Make healthy choices about food, drink, activity.

*Start taking part in some group activities which they make up for themselves, or in teams.


	*Is independent in meeting own care needs, such as brushing teeth, using the toilet, and wiping bottom washing and drying own hands. 

*Goes up steps and stairs, or climb up apparatus, using alternate feet.

*Uses large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint and make marks.

*Continue to develop movement, balancing, riding (scooters, trikes and bikes) and ball skills.

*Able to eat independently and use a knife and fork.

*Uses a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencils.
	*Is independent and helps to get dressed and undressed.

*Makes healthy choices about food, drink, activity and tooth brushing.

*Developing their fine motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for drawing and writing, paintbrushes, scissors, knives, forks and spoons.

*To have an awareness of safety and manage own risks.

*Matches developing physical skills to tasks and activities. For example, to decide whether to crawl, walk or run across a plank, depending on its length and width.

*Works with others to manage large items, like moving a long plank safely and carrying large hollow blocks.

*Effectively uses one-handed tools and equipment, for example, uses screwdrivers and hammers cuts along a line.

*Beginning to write letters or marks that can be recognised.


	Literacy 
	To become a ‘Literacy Learner’ in our Robins Room is someone who…

· Can use musical instruments to explore sounds.
· Make sounds using different resources.
· Can show an interest in books and rhymes.
· Can start to recognise their name.
· Can use tools to make marks.

	To become a ‘Legend of Literacy’ in the Squirrels Room is someone who…

· Can hear, remember and sequence sounds in everyday play.
· Is aware of rhyming and initial sounds in words and starts to ‘fill’ in missing words of songs and rhymes.
· Lends ideas of endings of stories.
· Can recognise their name.
· Talks about the marks they make.
· Starts to form recognisable letters.
· Can begin to write their name.




	Why does this matter at Kea Preschool?
	At Kea Preschool, we foster a lifelong love of books, stories and language. Carefully chosen high-quality texts introduce children to new vocabulary, ideas and experiences while developing imagination and curiosity. Children enjoy sharing books, joining in with rhymes, recognising sounds, making marks and beginning to write for meaningful purposes. Through enjoyable, language-rich experiences, we help children build the foundations they need to become enthusiastic readers and writers.


	Robins Room 
	Autumn 1 
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1 
	Spring 2 
	Summer 1 
	Summer 2 

	
	* Copy finger movements and other gestures.

*Enjoys songs and rhymes tuning in and paying attention.

*Pay attention and responds to the pictures or the words.

* Enjoy drawing freely.

*Join in with songs and rhymes, copying sounds, rhythms, tunes and tempo. 
	*Enjoys sharing books with an adult.

*Enjoys drawing freely.

*Enjoys rhythmic and musical activity with percussion, songs, clapping along with the beat and joining in with words of familiar songs and nursery rhymes.

*Sing songs and say rhymes 
independently, for example, singing whilst playing.

•Pay attention and responds to the pictures or the words.

	*Have favourite books and seeks them out, to share with an adult.

*Repeat words and phrases from familiar stories. 

*Enjoys drawing and writing on paper, on screen and on different textures, such as in sand or playdough and through using touch-screen technology.

*Say some of the words in songs and rhymes.

	*Add some marks to their drawings, which they give meaning to. For example: “That’s my mummy!”

*Develop play around favourite stories using props.

*Ask questions about the book. Makes comments and shares their own ideas.

*To join in with songs and rhymes, copying sounds, such as loud, quiet, fast, slow, using instruments.
	* Develop play around favourite stories using props.

*Beginning to join in with conversations about stories and learn new vocabulary.

	* Notice some print, such as the first letter of their name, a bus or door number, or a familiar logo (recognises important prints to me).

*Sing songs and say rhymes independently, for example, singing whilst playing.

* Repeat words and phrases from familiar stories.

*Have favourite books and seeks them out, to share with an adult, with another child, or to look at alone.

*Make marks on their picture to stand for their name (recognise important prints to me).


	Squirrels Room 
	Autumn 1 
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1 
	Spring 2 
	Summer 1 
	Summer 2 

	
	*Notice some print, such as the first letter of their name, a bus or door number, or a familiar logo (recognises important prints to me).

*Sing songs and say rhymes independently, for example, singing whilst playing.

*Repeat words and phrases from familiar stories.

*Have favourite books and seeks them out, to share with an adult, with another child, or to look at alone.

*Make marks on their picture to stand for their name (recognise important prints to me).


	*Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary.

*Enjoy drawing freely.

*Add some marks to their drawings, which they give meaning to. For example: “That’s my mummy!”

* Make marks on their picture to stand for their name.

* Join in with songs and rhymes, copying sounds, rhythms, tunes and tempo.

	* Begin to understand the five key concepts about print:
- print has meaning
- print can have different purposes
- we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom
- the names of the different parts of a book



	* Understand the five key concepts about print:
- print has meaning
-Page sequencing
- print can have different purposes
- we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom
- the names of the different parts of a book

* Develop their phonological awareness, so that they can: - spot and suggest rhymes.

*Add some marks to their drawings, which they give meaning to. For example: “That says mummy.”

*Clap out syllables in a word.
	*Uses some print and letter knowledge in early writing. For example, writing a pretend shopping list that starts at the top of the page; write ‘m’ for mummy.

*Says what the marks, shapes, letters and pictures that they make mean.

*Able to 'map' out a familiar story through drawing.

*Knows that stories have beginnings and endings and sometimes guess how the story will end.

*Has conversations about stories and learn new vocabulary.

*Hear and says the first sound in a word when you say the word and be able to sign the letter.

*Able to make up own stories, with characters, a beginning, middle and an end.

*Recognise words with the same initial sound orally
*Writes some letter sounds accurately.


	*To write some or all of my name.

*To write some letters accurately.

*To talk about the places and people in stories and the important things that are happening.

*To have an understanding of a word, to know that when writing and reading it is different letters all placed together that make up a word.

*To understand that different words and print have different purposes.

*Able to say lots of words that rhyme with a word like ‘cat’.

*To be able to Orally segment and Blend CVC words.

*To use some of their letter sound knowledge in their early writing.



	Maths 
	To become a mini mathematician in the Robins Room is someone who…

· Can begin to count objects.
· Count to 10.
· Can join in number rhymes and uses fingers to represent numbers.
· Can start to understand positional language (up, down, on, under).
· Can show an interest in shapes and name square, triangle, rectangle and circle.
	To become a ‘Master of Maths’ in the Squirrels Room is someone who… 

· Shows a deepening understanding of numbers to 10.
· Recognises patterns and shapes in the environment and activities.
· Can compare quantities and begin to match quantity to a number to at least 10.
· Can subitise, count and represent objects to at least 5.
· Can understand positional language.
· Matches, measures and compares using objects.
· Can name shapes in the environment.
· Can begin to problem solve. 



	Why does this matter at Kea Preschool? 
	At Kea Preschool, we encourage children to see mathematics as part of their everyday lives. Through practical play, exploration and problem-solving, children develop confidence with counting, recognising patterns, comparing quantities, exploring shape, space and measure, and using mathematical language. Our curriculum provides meaningful opportunities for children to investigate, reason and make connections, building strong mathematical foundations for future learning.


	Robins Room 
	Autumn 1 
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1 
	Spring 2 
	Summer 1 
	Summer 2 

	
	*Combine objects like stacking blocks and cups. Put objects inside others and take them out again.

*Build with a range of resources.

*Complete inset puzzles. 

*Beginning to categorise objects according to properties such as shape or size.

	*React to changes of amount in a group of up to three items.

*Beginning to recite number names in sequence.

*Take part in finger rhymes with numbers.

*Beginning to select a small number of objects from a group when asked ‘please give me one or give me two’.

*Say some number names randomly.
	*Beginning to categorise objects according to properties such as shape or size.

*Beginning to use positional language.

*Notices patterns and arrange things in patterns.

*Compare sizes, weights etc. using gesture and language - ‘bigger/little/smaller’, ‘high/low’, ‘tall’, ‘heavy’.

*Compare amounts, saying ‘lots’, ‘more’ or ‘same’.

*Climb and squeezing selves into different types of spaces.
	*React to changes of amount in a group of up to three items.

*Count in everyday contexts, sometimes skipping numbers - ‘1-2-3-5.’

*Recites some number names in sequence.

*Selects a small number of objects from a group when asked.

*Beginning to recite numbers past 5.

*Beginning to show finger numbers up to 5.

*Beginning to recognise numerals of personal significance.

* Beginning to experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals.

*Beginning to compare amounts, saying ‘lots’, ‘more’ or ‘same’.

	*Uses positional language.
 
*Make comparisons between objects relating to size, length, weight and capacity.

*Select shapes appropriately: flat surfaces for building, a triangular prism for a roof etc.

*Combine shapes to make new ones – an arch, a bigger triangle etc.

*Talk about and identifies the patterns around them. For example, stripes on clothes, designs on rugs and wallpaper. Use informal language like ‘pointy’, ‘spotty’, ‘blobs’ etc.


 

	*Recites numbers in order to 10. 

*Counts up to three or four objects by saying one number name for each item. 

*Recognise some numerals of personal significance. 

*Fast recognition of up to 3 objects, without having to count them individually (‘subitising’).

* Recite numbers past 5.

* Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5.

* Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how many there are in total (‘cardinal principle’).

* Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals.



	Squirrels Room 
	Autumn 1 
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1 
	Spring 2 
	Summer 1 
	Summer 2 

	
	• Recites numbers in order to 10. 

• Counts up to three or four objects by saying one number name for each item. 

• Recognise some numerals of personal significance. 

*Fast recognition of up to 3 objects, without having to count them individually (‘subitising’).

* Recite numbers past 5.

* Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5.

* Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how many there are in total (‘cardinal principle’).

* Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals.

	*Selects a particular named shape. 

*Select shapes appropriately: flat surfaces for building, a triangular prism for a roof etc.

*Combine shapes to make new ones – an arch, a bigger triangle etc.

*Talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes (for example, circles, rectangles, triangles and cuboids) using informal and mathematical language: ‘sides’, ‘corners’; ‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’.

*Begin to use words like “round” and “straight” when talking about the shapes.

*Chooses the right shape for a task like flat surfaces for building, a triangular prism for a roof etc.

*Able to combine shapes to make new ones – an arch, or a bigger triangle etc. 

*Recognises and names all common 2D and 3D shapes (sphere, cube, cone, cylinder, pyramid).

	*Separates a group of three or four objects in different ways, beginning to recognise that the total is still the same.

*Recognises numerals 1 to 5.

*Counts out up to six objects from a larger group. 

*Compares two groups of objects, saying when they have the same number. 

* Link numerals and amounts: for example, showing the right number of objects to match the numeral, up to 5.

* Count beyond 10

* Show ‘finger 
numbers’ up to 5.

*Fast recognition of up to 5 objects, without having to count them individually (‘subitising’).

* Number bonds to 3.
	*Uses positional language. 

*Understand and use words/signs such as, in, under, behind, in front, beside, next to and use them in play.

*Understand position through words alone – for example, “The bag is under the table,” – with no pointing. 

*Able to tell you a familiar route I know.

*Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘in front of’ and ‘behind’.

*Notice and correct an error in a repeating pattern. 

*Talk about and identifies the patterns around them. For example, stripes on clothes, designs on rugs and wallpaper. Use informal language like ‘pointy’, ‘spotty’, ‘blobs’ etc.

*Able to follow and make own patterns like stick, leaf, stick, leaf.



	*Able to say numbers in order from 1 to 10 or higher.

*Knows that the last number counted tells me how many there are in total.

*Matches the right number to a group of things from 1 to 5 to begin with, and then from 1 to 10.

 *Touches one thing and say the number name at the same time and in order to help me count how many things there are.

*Uses counting to help solve problems that are important to them, like splitting a sandwich in half to share with my friend.

*Able to subitise, look at a group of objects and know how many there are.

	*Compare quantities using language: ‘more than’, ‘fewer than’.

*Able to tell you which thing is ‘heavy’ and which thing is ‘light’ when given two things and say what is ‘full’ and ‘empty’ when filling containers .

*Make comparisons between objects relating to size, length, weight and capacity.

*Selects a particular named shape. 

*Select shapes appropriately: flat surfaces for building, a triangular prism for a roof etc.

*Combine shapes to make new ones – an arch, a bigger triangle etc.

*Talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes (for example, circles, rectangles, triangles and cuboids) using informal and mathematical language: ‘sides’, ‘corners’; ‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’.

*Begin to use words like ‘round’ and ‘straight’ when talking about the shapes.

*Chooses the right shape for a task like flat surfaces for building, a triangular prism for a roof etc.

*Able to combine shapes to make new ones – an arch, or a bigger triangle etc. 

*Recognises and names all common 2D and 3D shapes (sphere, cube, cone, cylinder, pyramid).


	Understanding The World 
	To become an excellent explorer in the Robins room is someone who…

· Shows awareness of living things and creatures.
· Can show an awareness of differences between people and in the environment.
· Can explore a range of resources.
· Talk about what they can see in the environment.


	To become a ‘Exceptional Explorer’ in the Squirrels Room is someone who… 

· Shows curiosity about the world around them.
· Is kind to living things and creatures.
· Understands some differences between times and places. 
· Remembers, explains and make predictions during adventures and experiments.

To become a ‘Compassionate Citizen’ is someone who…

· Helps to look after their community and care for the environment. 
· Knows some reasons why Cornwall is special. 
· Has an awareness of other people’s cultures and beliefs and celebrates these.



	Why does this matter at Kea Preschool?
	At Kea Preschool, we inspire children to become curious about the world around them. Through exploration, outdoor learning, celebrations, visitors, local walks and hands-on experiences, children learn about their families, community, nature, technology and different cultures and beliefs. We encourage children to ask questions, investigate, care for the environment and develop an appreciation of the diverse world in which they live, helping them become respectful and informed members of their community.


	Robins Room 
	Autumn 1 
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1 
	Spring 2 
	Summer 1 
	Summer 2 

	
	*Repeat actions that have an effect (exploring how things work).

*Explore materials with different properties.

*Beginning to explore natural materials, indoors and outside (curiosity, loose parts natural thinkers).


	*Explore and respond to different natural phenomena in their setting (standing in the rain with wellies and umbrellas, jumping in puddles, bugs, local walks etc).
	



	*Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice (snow, Ice melting).

*Notice differences between people (culture wheels, family days/ photos).


	* Beginning to plant seeds and care for growing plants.

*Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties.


	*Show interest in different occupations i.e. doctors, postman, refuse collectors.

* Explore how things work (problem solving & science experiments).

 * Able to talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary.

*Plant seeds and care for growing plants (showing respect for the natural world).

*Beginning to use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials (curious to explore and make own choices).

	*Make connections between the features of their family and other families.

*Notice differences between people.

*Explore and respond to different natural phenomena in their setting and on trips.




	Squirrels Room 
	Autumn 1 
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1 
	Spring 2 
	Summer 1 
	Summer 2 

	
	*Make connections between the features of their family and other families.

*Notice differences between people.

*Explore and respond to different natural phenomena in their setting and on trips.


	*Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history.

*Explore how things work.

*Plant seeds and care for growing plants.



	*Begin to understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal.

*Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things.

	*Begin to talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice.

*Continue to develop positive attitudes about the differences between people.

*Shows an interest in different occupations.


	*Uses all of their senses to explore natural materials. 

*Knows that we have to be careful with animals and plants and remember not to pick the flowers or to stroke animals gently

*Talks about plants and animals that interest them, like next door’s dog that barks and the really tall tree in the park.

*Talks about people and times that are special to them and their family and friends, like “remember the party when we had fireworks and big bangs.

*Joins in with routines, like going shopping, and times that are special to them and their family like birthdays.

	*Understands the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal.

*Begins to notice changes in things, when bananas turn black when they stay in the bowl for too long or the shoots growing from a seed.

*Begin to make sense of their own life-story and my family’s history.

*Knows that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos.

*Knows that their friends might do things differently to them, like eating different foods at home, or we might have       different times that are special with our families such as Eid, Diwali, Easter, Passover, or Chinese New Year.


	Expressive Arts and Design 
	
To become a 

· Can take part in singing and dancing. 
· Can show an interest in puppets and small world resources.
· Explores different resources to make marks.
· Can start to construct using a variety of materials.
	
To become a ‘Proud Performer’ in our Squirrels Room is someone who… 

· Performs a song, poem or dance to an audience. 
· Can retell stories with expression and confidence. 
· Plays a range of percussion instruments correctly and with good rhythm and begins to create their own music.

To become a ‘Dynamic Designer’ is someone who… 

· Chooses and uses resources they need to make their creations safely.
· Can talk about what they have made and how they have made it.
· Builds using different construction tools and has a purpose in mind.
· Is confident to express their ideas and thoughts through drawing and painting, creating their own masterpieces.


	Why does this matter at Kea Preschool? 
	At Kea Preschool, we celebrate children's creativity, imagination and self-expression. We provide a wide range of open-ended opportunities for children to explore art, music, dance, role play, construction and creative materials. We encourage children to experiment, solve problems, express their ideas and take pride in their creations. Through imaginative play and creative experiences, children develop confidence, resilience and the ability to communicate their thoughts in many different ways.


	Robins Room 
	Autumn 1 
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1 
	Spring 2 
	Summer 1 
	Summer 2 

	
	*Explore paint, using fingers and other parts of their bodies as well as brushes and other tools.

*Explore their voices and enjoy making sounds.

*Move and dance to music (KHM Dance Thursday afternoons).
	*Show attention to sounds and music
(when you play different cultural/genre music etc.) 

*Explore different materials, using all their senses to investigate them
(For example, cornflour, shaving foam).

*Beginning to make marks intentionally.


	*Begin to use their imagination as they consider what they can do with different materials.

*Explore their voices and enjoy making sounds (loud, quiet, fast, slow).

*Manipulate and play with different materials using various tools like scissors, cutters, hammers.

	*Beginning to make simple models which express their ideas.

*Makes marks intentionally (in flour, sand, pens, crayons, paint etc).

*Freely explores paint, using fingers and other parts of their bodies as well as brushes and other tools.

*Explore different materials, using all their senses to investigate them.

*Join in with songs and rhymes, making some sounds.

	*Express ideas and feelings through making marks, and sometimes give a meaning to the marks they make.

*Able to make simple models which express their ideas. i.e. junk modelling, loose parts.

*Beginning to develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them.

*Explore colour and colour-mixing.

*Respond emotionally and physically to music when it changes.

*Make rhythmical and repetitive sounds.

*Explore a range of sound-makers and instruments and play them in different ways.

	*Use their imagination as they consider what they can do with different materials.

*Make simple models which express their ideas.

*Enjoy and take part in action songs, such as ‘Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star’.

*Start to develop pretend play, pretending that one object represents another. For example, a child holds a wooden block to her ear and pretends it’s a phone.


	Squirrels Room 
	Autumn 1 
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1 
	Spring 2 
	Summer 1 
	Summer 2 

	
	*Use their imagination as they consider what they can do with different materials.

*Make simple models which express their ideas.

*Enjoy and take part in action songs, such as ‘Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star’.

*Start to develop pretend play, pretending that one object represents another. For example, a child holds a wooden block to her ear and pretends it’s a phone.

	*Explore different materials freely, in order to develop their ideas about how to use them and what to make.

*Listen with increased attention to sounds.

	*Join different materials and explore different textures.

*Create closed shapes with continuous lines and begin to use these shapes to represent objects.


	*Begin to develop complex stories using small world equipment like animal sets, dolls and dolls houses etc.

*Begin to make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city with different buildings and a park.

	*Sings the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs.

*Plays instruments with increasing control to express feelings and ideas.

*Remember and sing whole songs.

*Mix paints together to make new colours, name the colours and begin to talk about the different shades such as light and dark 
	*Safely uses and explores lots of different tools such as hammers, scissors and saws.

*Makes up stories when playing, like superheroes rescuing people from a building. 

*Chooses the things they want to use to make something. If their ideas don’t work, they can choose something else or change the way they do something.

*Can use different things like scissors, masking tape, sticky tape, hole punches and string to join and fix things together.

*Draws for a purpose using detail such as a drawing a circle for a face and making marks for facial features.

*Beginning to show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like happiness, sadness, fear etc.



Our 5 Curriculum Principles at Kea Preschool.
1. We build warm, secure relationships where every child feels safe and valued.
2. We develop children's communication and vocabulary through every interaction.
3. We provide meaningful, hands-on experiences that inspire curiosity and a love of learning.
4. We value play as the vehicle through which children explore, practise and deepen their understanding.
5. We have high aspirations for every child and adapt our curriculum so that all children, including those with SEND, can achieve and flourish so every child can reach for the stars!
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