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Transition Policy 
Policy Statement 
Kea Preschool is committed to positive transition experiences for children from starting preschool, moving from room to room and going to Primary school. Children are encouraged and coached through change to ensure that they are comfortable and confident to go through transitions. 
Starting Kea Preschool 
We aim to work with parents to support children through change and transition. When thinking of starting your child’s learning with us we will invite you for a look around the setting for you to meet the team, ask questions and allow your child to explore the environment for the first time with the comfort of a parent. Following a show around, if you choose to send your child to Kea Preschool, you will be given an Application to join form to complete with details about your child and what sessions you would require. Once the preschool received this, you will then be sent a registration form alongside all other relevant forms (photo consent, terms and conditions, forest school permission and medical letter).  Once the child registration is completed and returned the preschool will be in touch to confirm when ‘Settling Sessions’ will take place. This is where your child can come into the setting for three sessions (building from half an hour to a morning) free of charge to become familiar with the setting and the key persons before they start their formal sessions. We recommend that before these sessions you talk to your child about what will happen and that you may be leaving them but will collect them again when they have played. We believe that parents are so important during transitions and we welcome parents to stay as much as required to support their child. It is so important that the child feels happy and safe at Kea Preschool. During the first settling session, parents are asked to stay and at this point parents are asked to complete an All About me page on the child’s tapestry account.  This will give the preschool, and the child’s future key person vital information about what they like and will support the transition into nursery.
If after the initial first three settling sessions’ children require more support, the preschool works with parents to decide on the best way to support the child. The child comes first!
Transitioning between Rooms 
As your child learns and grows, they will move between rooms (Robins room to Squirrels room) as they get older. We work hard to ensure children are familiar with both rooms and our younger children join with our older children every afternoon.  By doing so, this also gives children an opportunity to get to know key persons in each room. When your child is ready to move up to the Squirrels room, we will invite you in for a transition meeting where you will have a discussion with your child’s current key person and your child’s proposed new key person. This will give you an opportunity to discuss any worries or concerns you and your child have about moving to the next room and will allow you to meet the new key person. During the discussion staff will discuss transition sessions where your child will move to their new room. Parents will also be given a transition booklet that provides information about each room.  Some children are confident to move straight away, and some children need a couple of sessions to settle in. It is important to remember that every child is different, and every child’s transition will be provided for with the child’s needs at the forefront and holistically. Children transition at different times and some children may move before their peers or after depending on their individual need. As a general rule, children move with their cohort at the following ages and in the term closest to their birthday, however some children may be ready before. Within our ratio’s we accommodate for children to move from the Robins Room into the Squirrels Room early if they are ready.  
Transitions to school 
Starting primary school is a major milestone in a child’s life. We work to ensure children feel emotionally prepared, confident, and excited about this change.

Our Approach
· Parents are asked to inform the preschool of the school their child will attend.
· The pre-school room leader or the child’s key person will make contact with the new school to arrange a visit where possible. We welcome reception teachers into the preschool to meet the children in a familiar setting.
· Daily circle time sessions incorporate school-related discussions to prepare children emotionally and practically.
· Activities include:
· Practising changing clothes (e.g. we add uniform in the role play)
· Exploring books and role play about school life
· Looking at school uniforms and talking about classroom routines
A transition document will be prepared for each child, including:
· A transition sheet for the new school which is written from the child’s key person. 
· Details of the child’s achievements across all EYFS areas written in a Summer Report
· Any additional needs, support strategies, or specific learning styles
· These documents will be shared with parents and sent to the child’s school with consent.
We will support parents with school transitions, and parents will have the opportunity to discuss any issues or concerns regarding transitions. We can arrange transition meetings with parents and school, and the child’s key person or manager may also attend if requested. 
A school readiness pack will be worked on with your child through the summer term, where possible with input from new school. At Kea Preschool we prepare children for their new adventure in a healthy way:
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Working With Parents 
We recognise parents/carers as a child’s first and most enduring educators. We work closely with them during all transitions, valuing their knowledge, observations, and insights to support the child effectively.
We maintain open, honest communication, provide regular updates, and welcome feedback on how transitions are being managed.
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